
Paediatric Stroke - Emergency management in 
children ? Presentation Flowchart

For more information refer to CHQ-GDL-00734 Paediatric Stroke ? Emergency management in children

symptoms/signs 
consistent with possible 

haemorrhagic or ischaemic                       
stroke or subarachnoid haemorrhage

(presence of neurology and/or altered mental 
status and/or signs of raised ICP)

Child presents to triage with SUDDEN/STUTTERING onset of symptoms/signs consistent with potential stroke
- Focal Weakness
- Visual Disturbance
- Speech/Language Disturbance
- Limb Incoordination or ataxia
- Spatial Neglect
- New onset seizures associated with persistent neurological signs or symptoms
- Headache with other neurological signs or symptoms
- Thunderclap Headache - severe headache of sudden onset where the time to maximal symptoms occurs over seconds 

to minutes
- Altered mental state
- Signs of raised intracranial pressure - ICP - (vomiting, altered mental state, headache - which may be associated with 

hypertension, bradycardia, irregular respiration)
                                                      

This flowchart DOES NOT apply if the symptoms/signs are secondary to major trauma to the head or spine - normal trauma protocols should be followed

Are 
symptoms 
persistent?

Yes

Isolated 
thunderclap 

headache, no 
neurology

Yes

see neuroprotection 
checklist

Triage minimum ATS 2

Assessment by senior clinician 
with ABCDE approach and 
attention to neuroprotective 
care
 

Ongoing ED 
Assessment

No

Symptoms consistent with possible 
ischaemia single/recurrent but now 
completely resolved

See TIA Flowchart

No

See Investigation and Immediate Management 
Pathway for Ischaemic/Haemorrhagic Stroke

Consider seeking senior 
emergency/paediatric advice 
as per local practices

Seek senior emergency/paediatric 
advice as per local practices. Consider 
contacting paediatric critical care

Seek urgent paediatric critical care advice 
(onsite or via Retrieval Services Queensland 
(RSQ) on 1300 799 127) 

See 
subarachnoid 
haemorhage 
flowcharts - 

Haemorrhagic 
Stroke 

Positive and 
Haemorrhagic 

Stroke 
Inconclusive  
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Yes

Does this 
child have 

known sickle 
cell anaemia 

or is this 
suspected 
based on 
ethnicity

See sickle 
cell 

stroke/TIA 
flowchart

Yes

If the patient is not in a 
hospital facility, seek 

urgent senior 
emergency department 

advice 

Order a Category 1 
Ambulance for 

immediate transport to 
a hospital facility
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https://www.childrens.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0028/181288/CHQ-NSS-51048-Neuroprotection-Checklist-skill-sheet.pdf
https://www.childrens.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/453482/TIA-pathway-flowchart.pdf
https://www.childrens.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/453489/paediatric-stroke-investigation-flowchart.pdf
https://www.childrens.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0030/453486/haemorrhagic-stroke-positive-flowchart.pdf
https://www.childrens.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0030/453486/haemorrhagic-stroke-positive-flowchart.pdf
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