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Paediatric Stroke - Emergency management in
children — Presentation Flowchart

Child presents to triage with SUDDEN/STUTTERING onset of symptoms/signs consistent with potential stroke

« Focal Weakness

« Visual Disturbance

« Speech/Language Disturbance

« Limb Incoordination or ataxia

« Spatial Neglect

« New onset seizures associated with persistent neurological signs or symptoms

« Headache with other neurological signs or symptoms

« Thunderclap Headache - severe headache of sudden onset where the time to maximal symptoms occurs over seconds
to minutes

« Altered mental state

« Signs of raised intracranial pressure - ICP - (vomiting, altered mental state, headache - which may be associated with
hypertension, bradycardia, irregular respiration)

This flowchart DOES NOT apply if the symptoms/signs are secondary to major trauma to the head or spine - normal trauma protocols should be followed
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