
Queensland Paediatric Emergency Care

Skill Sheets

Endotracheal Tube (ETT) Taping Guide
Securing the Endotracheal Tube (ETT) with tape is preferred in most paediatric patients. Here is a guide of how to safely 

and securely tape an ETT. This task will require at least two staff. Ensure adequate ventilation is provided throughout.
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1 GATHER & PREPARE EQUIPMENT

Place tape over hydrocolloid 
dressing and the lower 
trouser-leg of tape straight 
below bottom lip.

4
Wind upper trouser-leg of 
tape firmly around ETT. Turn 
tape over to create a tab at 
the end. Do not tape cuff to 
ETT.

5
Place hydrocolloid dressing 
on the cheek on the same 
side as the ETT.

2
Wipe above and below 
the lips and cheeks with 
barrier wipes. Allow to dry 
completely.

PROCEDURE

PROCEDURE Ensure depth of ETT tube 
is documented and in the 
patient chart.

87
Wind lower trouser-leg of 
tape firmly around ETT. Turn 
tape over to create a tab at 
the end. Do not tape cuff to 
ETT.

6
Place wide end of second 
tape over the first tape. 
Secure upper trouser-leg of 
tape above top lip. ALERT

It is essential that 

ventilation continues 

during the taping 

procedure. This may 

require additional 

staff.

3

Brown tape

Hydrocolloid dressing 
cut to size

Skin protective 
preperation wipe

Elastic zinc oxide tape

OR*

*Refer to your local facility for tape type preferences



For further information: 

Videos: 
ETT Taping

OPTIMUS Core Nasogastric Tube Insertion

Children’s Health Queensland Hospital and Health Service
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The information contained in these Queensland Paediatric Emergency Care 

skill sheets is for information purposes only. It was developed to inform 

emergency nursing care, but can also be applied by other clinicians acting 

within their scope of practice. The information has been prepared using a 

multidisciplinary approach with reference to the best information and evidence 

available at the time of preparation. No representation, warranty or 

assurance is given that the information is entirely complete, current, or accurate 

in every respect. The skill sheets are not a substitute for clinical judgement, 

knowledge and expertise, or medical advice. Variation from the skill sheets, 

taking into account individual circumstances may be appropriate. This 

does not address all elements of standard practice and accepts that 

individual clinicians are responsible for the following: 

•	 Providing care within the context of locally available resources, expertise, 

and scope of practice. 

•	 Supporting consumer rights and informed decision making in partnership 

with healthcare practitioners including the right to decline intervention 

or ongoing management. 

•	 Advising consumers of their choices in an environment that is culturally 

appropriate and which enables comfortable and confidential discussion. 

This includes the use of interpreter services where necessary. 

•	 Ensuring informed consent is obtained prior to delivering care. 

•	 Meeting all legislative requirements and professional standards. 

•	 Applying standard precautions, and additional precautions as necessary, 

when delivering care. 

•	 Documenting all care in accordance with mandatory and local 

requirements. 

Children’s Health Queensland disclaims, to the maximum extent permitted by 

law, all responsibility and all liability (including without limitation, liability in 

negligence) for all expenses, losses, damages and costs incurred for any 

reason associated with the use of this skill sheet, including the materials within or 

referred to throughout this document being in any way inaccurate, out of context, 

incomplete or unavailable.

Skill Sheet Legal Disclaimer 

This Queensland Paediatric Emergency Skill Sheet was developed and revised by the Emergency Care 
of Children working group Initial work was funded by the Queensland Emergency Department Strategic 
Advisory Panel.
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