
Paediatric Stroke - Emergency management in 
children ? TIA Pathway Flowchart

For more information refer to CHQ-GDL-00734 Paediatric Stroke ? Emergency management in children

EXAMINATION
- GCS or AVPU
- orientation to time/place/person 
- full cranial nerve examination including 

fundi, fields, pupils and external ocular 
movements

- upper and lower limb neurological exam
- gait
- cerebellar examination
- if visual disturbance then examine eyes 

for potential cause
- cardiac examination

INVESTIGATIONS
- Bloods - FBC,  Coags, Chem20
- ECG

HISTORY
- speed of onset - rapid onset increases 

suspicion
- duration & progression of symptoms
- are the symptoms recurrent?
- does the constellation of symptoms 

correspond to a vascular territory - see 
table in guideline

- history of head/neck trauma - MVA, 
bicycle accident, scooter (including 
e-scooter, pedestrian vs car.  also 
consider contact sport, trampoline, 
sudden deceleration when playing  

- history of cardiac disease
- recent viral infection particularly HSV or 

varicella
- current bacterial infection
- malignancy
- haematological disease 
- prothrombotic medications
- mimics - seizures, migraine, syncope, 

vestibular disturbance, primary 
ophthalmological disease, metabolic

Neurologist will provide guidance regarding need and required timing 
for MRI brain with MRA head and neck vessels 

NOTE There is NO INDICATION for CT in suspected TIA

SPECIALIST CONSULTATION REGARDING TIA DIAGNOSIS
PRIOR to discharge from ED (this can be in the morning if the child presents overnight and is well)

PAEDIATRIC NEUROLOGY - All possible TIA presentations should be discussed with the Paediatric Neurologist/Fellow

OPHTHALMOLOGY - If presentation includes sudden onset of visual symptoms, patient should be discussed with both  Paediatric Neurology and local 
catchment Ophthalmology services

PAEDIATRIC CARDIOLOGY - If neurology makes a clinical diagnosis of TIA then local catchment Paediatric Cardiology services should be consulted 
regarding the need for echocardiogram with bubble study.  Where a clinical diagnosis of TIA is made and the patient is known to PAEDIATRIC 
CARDIOLOGY or has an abnormal cardiac examination this should be discussed directly with paediatric cardiology

TIA PATHWAY
Child presents to triage with SUDDEN/STUTTERING onset of symptoms/signs consistent with TIA

Symptoms MUST NOW be completely resolved

- Focal Weakness
- Visual Disturbance
- Speech/Language Disturbance
- Limb Incoordination or ataxia
- New onset seizures associated with a period of persistent neurology
- Headache with other neurological signs or symptoms
- Neglect
- Altered mental state

                                                      
This flowchart DOES NOT apply if the symptoms/signs are secondary to major trauma to the head or spine - normal trauma protocols should be followed

Consider seeking senior 
emergency/paediatric advice 
as per local practices

Seek senior emergency/paediatric 
advice as per local practices. Consider 
contacting paediatric critical care

Seek urgent paediatric critical care advice 
(onsite or via Retrieval Services Queensland 
(RSQ) on 1300 799 127) 
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Paediatric Neurologist to decide need for and timing of potential 
treatments e.g. antiplatelet or anticoagulant agents
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