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Torres Strait Islander Elders past, present and future.
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Why is it hard to detect sick children early? 
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As you move through the case study…
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Emily is a 14 month old girl who presents with fever and vomiting for 12 hours.  

Unwell for 1 week with URTI symptoms but more lethargic today.  Parents are 

concerned she is not herself.  Admitted for trial of oral intake.



What actions do you take based on the CEWT?
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Handover
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Progress

Time Resp 

Rate

Resp 
distress

O2 O2 Sats T °C HR BP CRT LoC CEWT

0300 43 Nil 99% RA 39.4 145 < 2 5

Comments :  Febrile and miserable, paracetamol + ibuprofen given.  

Parents concerned not her normal self.  Nasogastric fluid continues.

0500 33 Nil 100% RA 36.7 110 - Asleep 0

Comments :  Asleep at time of review, less miserable.  Very sweaty +++

What do you 

think?



The parents call for review of their child, concerned she is moving abnormally 

in her sleep.  They state this is completely abnormal.
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What now?
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Coming Up Next


